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While claims can be disarmingly simple to 
submit, they can be baffl  ingly complex to submit 
successfully if you fall into the trap of making one 
or more of the mistakes mentioned below. 

Scary R&D
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that will scare the living daylights out of you

FOUR R&D TAX 
RELIEF FACTS

1. UNDERCLAIMING - Nooooo! 

It’s easy to under claim by missing out important costs you might 
not know were eligible.  Whilst erring on the side of caution can 
go a long way to avoiding the terrifying pitfalls of putting together 
an R&D tax relief claim, being too cautious can mean losing out on 
substantial sums of money.  

HERE ARE FIVE FACTS ABOUT R&D TAX RELIEF THAT 
WILL MAKE YOUR BLOOD CURDLE….

2. UNCLEAR ELIGIBILITY - Agghhhhhh!

You risk an enquiry if you are not clear about the eligibility of your 
projects.  You know you are doing R&D, however HMRC need it 
explained in a way that shows the complexity of your project, but 
in simple terms.  If they do not understand your supporting report 
they will question your eligibility.  

3. GRANT IMPLICATIONS  - Eeeeeeek! 

That tiny grant you took can have a big impact on your 
claim.  If even a penny of state aid touches the costs of an 
R&D project, the whole project suddenly ends up in the large 
company scheme.  Which means that if you have £100,000 of 
eligible expenditure, that £1000 you accepted to help out on 
a project has dropped your potential tax credits from £25,000 
to just £10,000.   
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“
”

Having been through 
an HMRC enquiry hasn’t 
put us off  making future 
claims. It has however 
opened our eyes to the 
diffi  culties of claiming 
and as a result we’ve hired 
Jumpstart to submit our 
R&D tax relief claims.

Scary R&D

There is no substitute for experience and expertise. Experience gained 
through years of daily involvement in putting together thousands 
of successful R&D tax claims. Expertise built through a detailed 
programme of training and study, maintained and regularly enhanced. 

JUMPSTART YOUR R&D TAX CLAIM TODAY. 

IF YOU GET IT WRONG AND OVER CLAIM HMRC CAN 
OPEN AN ENQUIRY AND ASK FOR THEIR MONEY 
BACK ANY TIME (AND WE MEAN YEARS) AFTER 
YOU’VE SUBMITTED THE CLAIM.  SO TO AVOID A 
POTENTIAL HORROR STORY, MAKE SURE YOU GET 
IT RIGHT FIRST TIME.  
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4. SUBCONTRACTING COSTS - Shrieeeeeeek!  

IIf you don’t have clear contracts in place HMRC might not 
accept your subcontracting costs.  Consider that company you 
subcontracted to help with your R&D - do you have a contract 
that shows they were employed to carry out your R&D? No?  Well 
you might be in trouble, HMRC currently do not ask specifi cally 
for contracts but if an enquiry arises they’ll want to see how every 
penny was spent on R&D.  

R&D Tax is all that we do

Jumpstart is 100% focused on helping companies make successful 
claims for HMRC’s R&D tax relief programme. Helping with all 
stages of the claim process, we ensure that only optimised, 
accurate and compliant claims go before HMRC. The key to our 
success is that every member of their delivery team has a fi rst 
or postgraduate degree in an area of technology or science. This 
leads to maximised, robust and defendable claims, reducing risks, 
time and eff ort for you. 

CONTACT US TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT WHY YOU 
SHOULD PARTNER WITH JUMPSTART ON YOUR R&D 
TAX CLAIMS.
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