
R&D Tax Relief in 
Food Manufacturing
We’ve learnt a thing or ten while successfully completing over 4,500 

R&D tax credit claims, which we’re happy to share with you here. 

In this booklet you’ll find some information on:

 ¡ R&D in Food manufacturing.

 ¡ Potential areas of eligibility for R&D tax credits.

 ¡ The everyday challenges that might make you eligible.

 ¡ Eligibility questionnaire.

 ¡ Why Jumpstart?



“
”

Thanks to Jumpstart we 
now have a much better 
understanding of the fi nancial 
opportunities that R&D tax relief 
can bring to our business.

Andrew Murphy, DIRECTOR

TROY FOODS
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R&D Tax Relief in...
Food Manufacturing
Introduced by the UK Government in 2000, the R&D tax relief scheme is designed 
to encourage innovation and global competitiveness by allowing companies to 
reclaim some of the money invested in qualifying research and development. R&D 
tax credits are generally considered to be one of the most attractive tax reliefs 
available, often resulting in signifi cant cash repayments from HMRC. 

R&D in Food Manufacturing 

Making; changing; improving or attempting to overcome technical 
or manufacturing problems are all indicators for eligibility for R&D 
tax relief. Food manufacture / processing are the methods and 
techniques used to transform raw ingredients into food for human 
consumption.

Food processing takes clean, harvested or slaughtered and butchered 
components, and uses them to produce marketable food products. 
The food manufacturing industry draws on the chemical and 
biological interactions between the ingredients and their response 
to various pre and post treatment methods such as agitation/mixing, 
cooking and freezing.

What are the benefi ts?

The benefi ts of the programme include increased cashfl ow, 
which is especially important to small, developing 
companies. It also encourages development of a corporate 
philosophy that embraces innovation and improvement. 

Do you qualify?

A common misconception is that the scheme is just for 
companies with R&D departments and men in white coats. 
The fact is that any company that spends money trying 
to improve a product or service through a technological 
advance, using qualifi ed staff  and appropriate project 
controls, and where there’s doubt about the project’s 
success, is likely to be eligible. 



Expert Advice
Have a thorough understanding of HMRC guidelines. Never 
claim for work that is uneligible. Tie the claim back to guideline 
specifics. Use ‘user-friendly’ language in application: It is vital 
that the technical report is clear and intelligible
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What are the potential areas of eligibility? 

A vast range of activity in the area of food and drink 
manufacturing, which could include:

 ¡ Elimination of allergens and food additives.

 ¡ Extending Shelf life of goods.

 ¡ Product development for specialist dietary requirements  
 (Low salt, sugar etc.)

 ¡ Resolving technical problems with production processes  
 (e.g. seasonal variation in quality).

What problems might a company face?  

 ¡ Problems caused with variation in raw material quality,  
 specification or strength.

 ¡ Retaining the same look, taste and texture after changing  
 ingredients or raw materials.

 ¡ Developing new processing methods after the introduction  
 of new equipment.

 ¡ Poor shelf life in new products.

 ¡ Products deteriorating in transit
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“
”

It was made apparent that there 
were no hidden extras, no heavy 
sales tactics and with such a 
straightforward process, they 
actually were going to deliver 
what they said they would. The 
only negative is that we should 
have done this sooner! I am 
very much looking forward to 
working with them again

Ronnie Miles, Finance Director

BELLS FOOD GROUP
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R&D in Food Manufacturing 

Many other areas of technology are also involved, to the point 
where it is hard to find an area that does not have a direct 
impact on the food industry. R&D in this sector is generally 
driven by changes to legislation, consumer trends and 
specialist dietary requirements.
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“
”

Their technical ‘know how’, 
understanding of HMRC 
requirements and ability 
to apply the information in 
favour of our company, really
showed how adaptable their 
analysts are. We learned how 
to identify specific costs 
and the commercial value of 
where to invest the funds.

Neil Redford, 

Finance Director

ANGUS SOFT FRUIT

Eligibility questionnaire

If you can answer ‘Yes’ to most of these questions then, 
based on our experience across thousands of clients, it looks 
like you could have a successful claim:

 ¡ Have you developed new tools, products or   
 services using technology?

 ¡ Have you tried to improve your existing   
 products through technical changes?

 ¡ Have you had to resolve technical problems   
 with any of your products?

 ¡ Have you found more efficient ways to   
 produce your products or services?

 ¡ Have you experimented with new equipment   
 or production techniques?

 ¡ At the start of a project, did you ever think   
 ‘I’m not sure of the best way to do this’?

 ¡ Have any of your projects failed for technical   
 reasons?

Why Jumpstart?  

There is no substitute for experience  
and expertise. Experience gained through years 
of daily involvement in putting together thousands of 
successful R&D tax claims. Expertise built through a detailed 
programme of training and study, maintained and regularly 
enhanced. 

We have helped literally thousands of businesses, some of 
whom had no idea they would qualify, to recover over a 
WHOPPING £100M in R&D tax relief benefits.

R&D Tax is all that we do. We do it really well, 
and we believe that our experience and expertise could help 
your business.

www.jumpstartuk.co.uk
T  0131 240 2900 
F  0131 226 4506 
E  helpinghand@jumpstartuk.co.uk

About Jumpstart
Jumpstart are the UK’s leading R&D Tax Relief specialist. We employ 
PHD-qualified scientists and engineers who are also experts in HMRC’s 
guidelines. With thousands of successful claims under our belts, we can 
help you secure the tax relief you’re entitled to. CONTACT US FOR A FREE 
R&D TAX CREDIT CONSULTATION AND ANALYSIS OF THE POTENTIAL 
RETURNS YOU MIGHT EXPECT.
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